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• Andalucía (Decree 205/2023)

• Catalunya (Resolution ARP/3253/2024)

• Islas Baleares (Resolution 8 February 2025)

The regulations governing RF in the Mediterranean countries of the EU are very 

heterogeneous.

The EU established common minimum criteria in the management of the EU in 

the member states, the MEDAC helped to define them.

Beyond these "minimums", in some regions progress is being made in regulation 

to better manage FR, seeking the sustainability of the resources involved and of 

the activity itself.

To do this, different managers apply different models. Today we will look at 

three examples of Spanish waters:
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The regulation of the RF in Spain is shared by the Ministerio de Agricultura, 

Pesca y Alimentación of the Government of Spain and the Consejerías de 

Pesca of the different Autonomous Communities.

Competences are distributed on the basis of an administrative definition that 

distinguishes between EXTERNAL WATERS and INTERNAL WATERS. The former are 

regulated by the Ministry, the latter by the Autonomous Communities

Aguas interiores 

(CCAA)

Aguas exteriores 

(Ministerio)

Inlternal Waters 

(CCAA)

External waters 

(Ministerio)

The examples that we will 

present correspond to Internal 

Water Management in 

Andalusia , Catalonia and 

Balearic Islands
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The CONSEJERÍA DE AGRICULTURA,

PESCA, AGUA Y DESARROLLO RURAL of

the Junta de Andalucía published

Decree 205/2023, of 29 August,

regulating recreational sea fishing in

the internal waters of the Autonomous

Community of Andalusia. This decree

replaced Decree 361/2003.

In the processing process, the

interested parties were involved, and

a good part of the allegations were

addressed.
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Broadly speaking, the Decree does the following:

• Orders the processing of licenses

• Sets the maximum catch weight per license and day

• It indicates that recreational fishermen must abide by prohibition zones for 

certain species and closed seasons that are established in regulations for 

professional fishing.

• Incorporates a list of prohibited species into the RF

• It sets the mandatory declaration of RF catches for a list of species 

• It requires the marking of catches retained by recreational fishermen.

• Set distances to be respected between activities

• It prohibits the use of fishing reels or pullers with electric or hydraulic traction
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List of prohibited species in the Mediterranean fishing ground of Andalusia. (GSA 

GSA-1 & GSA2 ZONES)

• Crustáceos

• Moluscos excepto calamar (Loligo spp Código FAO: SQR) y 

sepia (Sepia spp Código FAO: CTC)

◦ Pulpo (Octopus spp) Código FAO: OCC

• Condríctios:

◦ Tiburones zorros (Alopias spp) Código Fao: THR

◦ Pejegatos (Apristurus spp) Código FAO: API

◦ Jaquetas (Carcharinus falciformis) Código FAO: FAL

◦ Tiburón Oceánico (Calcharhinus longimanus) Código Fao: 
OCS

◦ Tiburón blanco (Carcharodon carcharias) Código FAO: WHS

◦ Peregrino (Cetorhinus maximus) Código FAO: BSK

◦ Marrajo sardinero (Lamna nasus) Código Fao: POR

◦ Marrajo dientuso (Isurus oxyrinchus) Código FAO: SMA

◦ Manta gigante (Manta birostris)

◦ Manta bobula (Mobula mobular)

◦ Tiburón azul (Prionace glauca) Código FAO: BSH

◦ Tiburón ballena (Rhincodon typus) Código FAO: RHN

◦ Cornudas o Tiburón martillo (Sphyrnidae spp) Código FAO: 
SPY

◦ Raya látigo común (Dasyatis pastinaca) Código FAO: JDP

◦ Tiburón de clavos (Echinorhinus brucus Código FAO: SHB

◦ Hexanchus nakamurai Código FAO: HXN

◦ Raya falsa vela (Leucoraja circularis) Código FAO: RJI

◦ Leucoraja melitensis Código FAO: JAM

◦ Mobula spp Código FAO: RMV

◦ Águila marina (Myliobatis aquila) Código FAO: MYL

◦ Raya mosaic (Raja undulata) Código FAO: RJU

◦ Galludo (Squalus blainville) Código FAO: QUB

◦ Tremolina negra (Tetronarce nobiliana) Código FAO: TTO

◦ Tremolina mármol (Torpedo marmorata) Código FAO: TTR

◦ Pez guitarra (Rhinobatos rhinobatos) Código FAO: RBX

◦ Aetomylaeus bovinus Código FAO: MPO

◦ Guitarra barba negra (Glaucostegus cemiculus) Código 
FAO: RBC

◦ Peces sierra (Pristidae spp) Código FAO: SAW

◦ Raja rodula Código FAO: JAR

◦ Angelote espinudo (Squatina aculeata) Código FAO: SUA

◦ Pez ángel (Squatina oculata) Código FAO: SUT

◦ Taenuria grabata Código FAO: RTB

• Osteíctios:

◦ Esturión del Adriático (Acipenser nacarii) Código FAO: AAA

◦ Esturión común (Acipenser sturio) Código FAO: APU

◦ Esturión (Acipenser spp) Código FAO: STU

◦ Pez Espada (Xhiphias gladius) Código FAO: SWO

◦ Caballito de mar (Hippocampus guttulatus) Código FAO: HPI

◦ Caballitos de mar (Hippocampus spp) Código FAO: HIC

◦ Cherna (Polyprion americanus) Código FAO: WRF

◦ Pez de San Pedro (Zeus faver) Código FAO: JOD

◦ Esturión estrellado (Acipenser stellatus) Código FAO: APE

◦ Esturión beluga (Huso huso) Código FAO: HUH

◦ Mero dentón (Epinephelus caninus) Código FAO: EFJ

◦ Falso abadejo (Epinephelus costae) Código FAO: EPK

◦ Salmo macrostigma

◦ Syngnathus toenionotus Código FAO: SUZ
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The mandatory declaration of the 

catch of these species must be made 

on the same day of the capture.

This obligation will come into force 

when the Junta de Andalucía makes 

available to recreational fishermen 

the APP intended for this purpose.

ESPECIES OBJETIVO CON OBLIGACIÓN DE DECLARACIÓN DE 
CAPTURAS PARA LA PESCA MARÍTIMA RECREATIVA

Especies objetivo con obligación de declaración de capturas 
cuando la pesca marítima recreativa se realice en el Caladero 

Mediterráneo de Andalucía. (ZONAS CGPM GSA-1 y GSA2)

• Dorada (Sparus aurata) Código FAO: SBG

• Lubina/Róbalo (Dicentrarchus labrax) Código FAO: BSS (*)

• Sargos (Diplodus spp) Código FAO: SRG

• Pargo (Pagrus pagrus) Código FAO: RPG

• Breca (Pagellus erythrinus) Código FAO: PAC

• Dentón Común (Dentex spp) Código FAO: BON

• Cachucho (Dentex macrophthalmus) Código FAO: DEL

• Sama de Plumas (Dentex gibbosus) Código FAO: DEP

• Calamares (Loligo spp) Código FAO: SQC

• Baila (Dicentrarchus punctatus) Código FAO: SPU

• Corvina ( Argyropelecus regius) Código FAO: MGR

• Mojarra (Diplodus vulgaris) Código FAO: SRG

• Galán/Raor (Xyrichtys novacula) Código FAO: XYN

• Roncaor (Pomadasys incisus) Código FAO: BGR

• Brotola de Roca (Phycis phycis) Código FAO: FOR

• Palometa Blanca (Trachinotus ovatus) Código FAO: POP

• Lorito o Tordo (Labrus spp) Código FAO: WRX

• Bacoreta (Euthynnus alletteratus) Código FAO: LTA

• Cabracho (Scorpaena scrofa) Código FAO: RSE

• Congrio (Conger conger) Código FAO: COE

• Corvina Negra (Pseudotolithus senegalensis) Código FAO: 
CKL

• Gallinetas (Helycolenus spp) Código FAO: BRF

• Verrugato o Corvinato Negro (Sciaena umbra) Código 
FAO:CBM

• Lisas/Mugiles (Liza spp) Código FAO: LZZ

• Bonito del Sur (Sarda sarda) Código FAO: BON
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RF in the inland waters of Catalonia is regulated by DECREE 109/1995

Resolution ARP/3253/2024 has the function of complementing the DECREE

but cannot modify it

To address changes to what is written in the Decree, the drafting of a new

Decree is planned.

Res. ARP/3253/2024 is applicable in the internal waters of the province of

Girona.

Aguas exteriores 

(Ministerio)

In 2020 the Conselleria de Pesca began continuous

monitoring of the FR in Catalonia, in January 2024 with

the knowledge provided by these data, a new FR

management model for an area of Catalonia was

addressed, culminating in the new resolution in

September 2024
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It has been developed in the "TAULA DE COGESTIÓ DE LA PESCA MARÍTIMA

RECREATIVA DE CATALUNYA" in which the fisheries administration, the

environmental administration, NGOs, scientists and associations of

recreational fishermen of all modalities participate.

It is valid until 2026 in an adaptive management environment, and

complements Decree 109/1995

Broadly speaking: It prohibits fishing with live fish and/or cephalopods, and

fishing for sharks and rays. It sets the minimum catch sizes, quotas and

special closures of the main target species in the North of Catalonia (46

species)

Model based on taking advantage of the selectivity of RF.

40 species 26 species 12 species
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• The minimum sizes have been set 

according to the sexual maturity size 

L50.

• The daily bag limits have been set in 

coherence with self-consumption.

• The closures have been set at the peak 

of the laying of the reproductive period 

of the species.

Work is beginning to draft the resolutions 

corresponding to the provinces of 

Barcelona and Tarragona.
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• In the Balearic Islands, a resolution has been approved that sets the maximum 

catch quotas per licence and day, in number of pieces, of some species of 

fish. 

• This is a scheme similar to the case presented for Catalonia:

• This is a resolution that complements Decree 34/2014, of 1 August, which 

sets out the general principles of recreational and sport fishing in the 

internal waters of the Islands

• It has been developed in the Commission for Co-management of 

Recreational Maritime Fishing of the Balearic Islands.

• In the case of the Balearic Islands, Decree 34/2014 

already incorporates regulations relating to 

minimum sizes for some species.
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