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Participation to governance and promotion of best practices 

-Contracting parties and cooperating non-contracting parties shall endeavour to involve federations and
associations in the management of recreational fishing activities.

Contracting parties and cooperating non-contracting parties shall actively encourage federations, associations
and individual recreational fishers to:

a) develop websites to inform their members and the public about compliance with local/national
regulations, ecological issues and the impacts of their activity on resources and coastal and marine
environment;

b) participate in sustainability efforts through regular training and dissemination of information; and
c) behave in an environmentally friendly way, including by: - encouraging the recycling of fishing material;

- discouraging anchoring over sensitive habitats; - encouraging the targeting and the destruction of
non-indigenous species; - promoting alternatives to materials that are potentially hazardous to the
environment (lead sinkers, artificial fishing lines, bait containers and lures, barbed hooks, etc.); -
recovering ghost gear and disposing of it in accordance with national legislation; - killing retained fish
speedily and responsibly to avoid unnecessary suffering; and - promoting best practices for catch and
release (“no kill”) fishing.
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Catch and release 

Contracting parties and cooperating non-contracting parties may 
actively encourage federations, associations and individual 
recreational fishers to apply and promote catch and release 
practices.

Contracting parties and cooperating non-contracting parties may 
mandate catch and release practices, in particular for relevant 
species or areas or during certain periods of the year or day

Regionalization 

As of 2023, the GFCM shall adopt specific recommendations 
based on SAC advice in order to implement the principles of the 
present recommendation in each of the following subregions: a) 
western Mediterranean; b) central Mediterranean; c) Adriatic 
Sea; and d) eastern Mediterranean. 

The SAC advice referred to in paragraph 24 shall take into 
account the specificities of the recreational fisheries in each 
subregion listed in paragraph 32
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DRAFT CONCEPT NOTE AND QUESTIONNAIRE 
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Conclusion of the last SRC-CM

The SRC-CM suggested strengthening the draft concept note for a research programme by making
more explicit linkage between this and the objectives of Recommendation GFCM/45/22/12. The
SRC-CM stressed the importance of not waiting until the conclusion of this research programme to
start implementing minimum standards for recreational fisheries at the subregional level (e.g. to put
in place conservation measures, for example the list of protected species, etc.). Step 1: implement
minimum stand measures at sub-regional level next year; Step 2: adapt measures once results of
research programme will be available. It is important to not postponing decisions until 2027. The
SRC-CM took note of the questionnaire circulated to CPCs to collect information on the current
state of recreational fisheries and data collection and urged that the questionnaire results be
summarized by subregion and made available to the SAC, in view of facilitating SAC advice on
minimum subregional standards.
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Mapping of measures to be further defined at sub-regional level as of 2024
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RecFishing.eu (i)
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Rec.fishing.eu (ii)
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Rec.fishing.eu (iii) 

Latest improvements to the platform: 

• From 4 to + 70 spp

• Addition of all EU official languages

• Implement more useful ways to visualize the data collected

Next phase (in preparation): 

• Maintenance

• Improvements 

• Onboarding of more apps 

• Active promotion and dissemination 

• + (…) 
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