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Background: Definition & criteria

● Rooted in CBD Aichi Target 11 & CBD COP 14 Decision 14/08

“A geographically defined area other than a Protected Area, which is governed and 

managed in ways that achieve positive and sustained long-term outcomes for the in situ 

conservation of biodiversity with associated ecosystem functions and services and where 

applicable, cultural, spiritual, socio-economic, and other locally relevant values.”

● 4 criteria, 26 subcriteria divided in 10 categories: 

○ Not recognized as a Protected Area

○ Governed and managed

○ Achieves sustained and effective contribution to in-situ conservation of biodiversity

○ Associated ecosystem functions and services and cultural, spiritual, socio-economic 

and other locally relevant values



Criteria for the identification of OECMs

Criterion A: Area is not currently recognised as a protected area

Not a protected area The area is not currently recognised or reported as a protected area or part of a protected area; it may 

have been established for another function

Criterion B: Area is governed and managed

Geographically 

defined space

● Site and area are described, including in three dimensions where necessary

● Boundaries are geographically delineated

Legitimate 

governance 

authorities

● Governance has legitimate authority and is appropriate for achieving in situ conservation of 

biodiversity within the area

● Governance by IPs and LCs is self-identified in accordance with national legislation and 

applicable international obligations

● Governance reflects the equity considerations adopted in the Convention

● Governance may be by a single authority and/or organization or through collaboration among 

relevant authorities and provides the ability to address threats collectively

Managed ● Managed in ways that achieve positive and sustained outcomes for the conservation of 

biological diversity

● Relevant authorities and stakeholders are identified and involved in management

● A management system is in place that contributes to sustaining the in situ conservation of 

biodiversity

● Management is consistent with the ecosystem approach with the ability to adapt to achieve 

expected biodiversity conservation outcomes, including long-term outcomes, and including the 

ability to manage a new threat



Criteria for the identification of OECMs/2



Criteria for the identification of OECMs/3



FAO guidance

● After IUCN developed general guidance, FAO 

COFI mandate to develop sectoral practical 

guidance on OECMs in marine capture 

fisheries to support Members in the 

identification and implementation of OECMs

● FAO/GFCM workshops in December 2021 

and February 2022 to contribute to this 

sectoral guidance (same process happened in 

other regions)

- 1st workshop: introduction to OECMs 

and framing of the concept

- 2nd workshop: case studies applying the 

OECM criteria to GFCM FRAs and 

spatial measures to identify potential 

OECMs



Key questions for the identification of candidate OECMs



Process to identify and recognize OECMs

Identification of potential 
OECMs

Quick screening to 

identify measures that 

could potentially meet 

the criteria and should 

go through full 

assessment, as well as 

the data gaps to go 

through full 

assessment.

Analysis of 
candidate 

OECMs

Full assessment to 

identify if the criteria 

are met, on a case-by-

case basis, and 

following a 

participatory process 

and FPIC. 

Strengthening 
of candidate 

OECMs

Proposal to strengthen 

the candidate OECM if 

some criteria are not 

met, based on the 

gaps identified in the 

full assessment. 

Inclusion of 
OECMs in global 

database

Verification of the 

measures by WCMC, if 

it meets the criteria, 

OECMs are included in 

the global database. 

Their contribution is 

recognised in the 

global conservation 

targets.

Reporting of 
OECMs

Reporting of the 

measures that meet 

the criteria in the World 

Database of OECMs 

(WCMC) by 

governance actors or 

the entity in charge.



Advancing OECMs in the Mediterranean

The process to identify and recognize 

OECMs is very relevant in the context of the 

Mediterranean:

● GFCM 2030 Strategy Target 1 and, in 

particular, its output 1.3 refer to “efficient area-

based conservation measures, technical and 

nature-based solutions strengthened to 

conserve biodiversity and enhance the 

productivity of marine living resources” 

● EU Biodiversity Strategy Target of 30% of 

EU seas protected by 2030: this will be 

achieved by establishing and managing 

effectively marine protected areas AND 

OECMs



Risks and opportunities related to OECMs



Why identify fisheries OECMs in the Mediterranean?

● When done properly, OECMs have 

the potential to recognize the 

contributions of the fisheries sector 

in restoring marine biodiversity

● Some FRAs already established in 

the Mediterranean seem to be 

good candidates for OECMs, some 

might only require a few 

adjustments to be strengthened to 

be recognized as OECMs


