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REGULATION ON TECHNICAL MEASURES
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European
Parliament
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Commissionproposalof regulation
(COM(2016) 134 (11/3/2016)

Approvedin plenaryon 16 April 2019 by 571 votesto 60 and 20 abstentions

Start

It will enter into force on the 20th dayafter its publicationin the OfficialJournal of the EuropeanUnion.

Due to the complexityand technicalityof the proposal, examinationsand debateshavebeenlengthy, both
in the Counciland in the EuropeanParliament.

End

Not yet (June 4, 2019) 
publishedin the Official

journal UE



Reasonsfor the EC proposal

GenerallyspeakingcurrentTMshaveseveralproblems

×ToomanyregulationsĄ > 30 in the frameworkof the CFP

×Regulatorystructure for technicalmeasureshighlycomplexand dis-
jointed

×Current TM «largely not delivered» on the objectives on the
conservationandsustainableexploitationof fisheriesresourcesof the
previousCFP(Reg. 2371/2002)

×General perception: complex and ineffective rules; inflexible
governancestructure

Retrospectivestudyin support of the developmentof a new TM framework within a reformedCFP 
(MRAG 2014)



General Provisions ςArt. 1-6
üScope
üOverarching and objectives 
üTargetsĄ expressedin terms of levelsof unwantedcatches

(5%vol); thresholds for bycatchesof sensitive species; and
reductionin the extent of the seabedaffectedby fishing.(COM
proposaldefinition ) seenextSlide
üDefinition of fishing zones
üDefinitions: fishing gears and fishing operations



1. Technicalmeasuresshallaim to ensurethat:
1. catchesof marine speciesbelow the minimum conservationreference

sizeare reducedasfar aspossible

2. incidentalcatchesof marine mammals, marine reptiles, seabirdsand 
other non-commerciallyexploitedspeciesdo not exceedlevelsprovided
for in Union legislation

3. the environmental impactsof fishing activities on seabedhabitats are in
line with point (j) of Article 2(5) of Regulation(EU)No1380/ 2013.

2. The extent to which progresswas made towards those targets
shallbe reviewedaspart of the reporting processset out in Article
31.



CHAPTER II Ą 5 Sections
VSECTION 1: Prohibited Fishing Gear And uses

VSECTION 2: General Restrictions On Gear And Conditions For Their Use

VSECTION 3 :Protection Of Sensitive Species And Habitats 

VSECTION 4: Minimum Conservation Reference Sizes

VSECTION 5: Measures To Reduce Discarding



CHAPTER IIIRegionaltechnicalmeasures
×Speciesandsizeselectivityof fishinggear

×Closedor restricted areasto protect juvenilesand spawningaggregations (NO
MED)

×Minimum conservationreferencesizes

×Real-time closuresandmoving-on provisions

×Innovativefishinggear

×Natureconservationmeasures

×Regionalmeasuresunder temporarydiscardplans

×Pilot projectson full documentationof catchesanddiscards

×ImplementingActs



For regional specificitiesof the fisheries, the Commissionis empoweredto adopt

delegatedacts in accordancewith Article 29 of this Regulationand Article 18 of

Regulation(EU)No 1380/ 2013in order to amend, supplement, repealor derogate

from the technicalmeasuressetout in the Annexes, includingwhen implementing

the landingobligation in the context of Article 15(5) and (6) of Regulation(EU)No

1380/ 2013. TheCommissionshalladopt suchdelegatedactson the basisof a joint

recommendationsubmittedin accordancewith Article18of Reg1380/2013.

3. Member States having a direct management interest may submit joint

recommendationsfor the first time not later than 24 months, and thereafter 18

months, after each submissionof the report referred to in Article 31(1) of this

Regulation.

First report by 31 December2020 and everythree yearthereafter

Regionalization- Art. 15



The technicalmeasuresadoptedby regionalizationshall:

a) aim at achievingthe objectivesand targets;

b) aim at achievingthe objectives and comply with the conditions set out in
other relevant Union actsadopted in the areaof the CFP,in particular in the
multiannual plansreferred to in Articles9 and10of Reg.1380/ 13

c) be guided by the principles of good governanceset out in Article 3 of
Regulation(EU)No1380/ 2013;

d) Asa minimum, lead to suchbenefits for the conservationof marinebiological
resourcesthat are at least equivalent, in particular in terms of exploitation
patterns and the level of protection provided for sensitive species and
habitats, to the measuresreferred to in paragraph1. Thepotential impact of
fishingactivitieson the marineecosystemshallalsobe taken into account.



üChapter IV: Scientific research, artificial restocking and
transplantationof marinespecies.

üChapterV: Conditionsin relationto meshsizeς(Not Mediterranean)

üChapter VI: Technical measures in the NEAFCarea ς (Not
Mediterranean)

üChapterVII: ProceduralProvisions- exerciseof delegation

üChapterVIII: Final Provisions: Reviewand reporting; amendments
andrepeals

üAnnexesςBaselinemeasuresby seabasin, to apply in the absence
of measuresbeingput in placeregionally.



Nowwe wonder, as2 yearsago: 

Doesthe regulationon TM meetwith sharedobjectives?

To answerwe needto read the regulationaimingthe attention on 
measuresfor Mediterraneanbasin

REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL 
ON TECHNICAL MEASURES



Reg. 1967/06 and TM regulationdifferencies
Subjectmatter

Reg. 1967/06

Article 1: Scope
This Regulation shall apply: 

(a) to the conservation,managementand exploitation of
livingaquaticresourceswheresuchactivitiesarepursued
(i) in the maritime waters of the MediterraneanSeato
the eastof the line 5°36' W fallingunder the sovereignty
or jurisdiction of Member States; (ii) by Community
fishing vesselsin the Mediterranean Sea outside the
waters referred to in (i); (iii) by nationals of Member
States,without prejudiceto the primary responsibilityof
the flag State, in the Mediterranean Sea,outside the
watersreferredto in (i); and

(b) (b) to marketing of fishery productscaught in the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

ThisRegulationshallnot apply to fishingoperationsconducted
solely for the purpose of scientific investigations,which are
carriedout with the permissionand under the authority of the
MemberStateor MemberStatesconcerned.

New TM Regulation

Article 1: Subject matter 

This Regulationlays down technical measures
concerning:

(a) the taking and landingof marine biological
resources;

(b) the operationof fishinggear;

(c) the interaction of fishing activities with
marineecosystems.



Reg. 1967/06 and TM regulationdifferenciesς
Subjectmatter/2

Article 2: Scope

ThisRegulationshallapplyto activitiespursuedby Unionfishing
vesselsand nationalsof Member States,without prejudice to
the primary responsibilityof the flag State,in the fishingzones
referredto in Article5, aswell asby fishingvesselsflyingthe flag
of, and registered in, third countries when fishing in Union
waters.

2. Articles7, 10, 11 and 12 shall alsoapply to recreational
fishing. In cases where recreational fishing has a
significantimpact in a particular region, the Commission
is empoweredto adoptdelegatedactspursuantto Article
15

3. 3. Subjectto the conditionsset out in Articles25 and26,
the technicalmeasuressetout in this Regulationshallnot
apply to fishing operations conducted solely for the
purposeof:

(a) scientificinvestigations; and

(b) direct restockingor transplantationof marinespecies.

Reg. 1967/06

Contained in article 1 

TM Proposal

Article 7
Prohibitedfishinggearand methods

Article 10
Prohibitedfishand shellfishspecies

Article 11
Catches of marine mammals, seabirdsand 

marine reptiles
Article 12

Protectionfor sensitive habitatsincluding
vulnerablemarine ecosystems



Reg. 1967/06 and TM regulationdifferencies
Prohibitedfishinggearsand methods

Reg. 1967/06

Article 8.  
Prohibited fishing gears and practices

8.1 The following shall not be used for fishing or kept on board: 

(a) toxic,soporificor corrosivesubstances,

(b)electricshockgenerators,

(c)explosives,

(d) substancesthat canexplodeif mixed, Removed

(e) towed devicesfor harvestingred coralor other type of coralsor
coral-likeorganisms,

(f) pneumatic hammers or other percussiveinstruments for the
collection,in particular,of bivalvemolluscsdiggingwithin the rocks,
Removed

(g) St Andrew'scrossand similar grabsfor harvesting,in particular,
red coralor other type of coralsor coral-likeorganisms,

(h) panels of netting smaller than 40mm mesh size opening for
bottom trawlers. Removed

8.4. Spear-gunsprohibited if usedin conjunctionwith underwater
breathingapparatus(aqualung) or at night from sunsetto dawn.

TM Regulation

Article 7
Prohibited fishing gear and methods

1. It shallbe prohibited to catchor harvestmarinespeciesusing
the followingmethods:

(a) toxic, stupefyingor corrosivesubstances;

(b) electric current except for the electric pulse trawl, which
shallonly be allowedunder the specificprovisionsof Part D of
AnnexV;

(c) explosives;

(d) pneumatichammersor other percussiveinstruments;

(e) towed devicesfor harvestingred coral or other type of
coralsor coral-like organisms;

(f) St Andrew's cross and similar grabs for harvesting, in
particular, red coralor other typeof coralsandcoral-like species;

(g) anytype of projectile, with the exceptionof thoseusedto kill
cagedor trapped tuna and of handheldspearsand spearguns
used in recreational fishing without an aqualung, from dawn
until dusk;



Reg. 1967/06 and TM regulationdifferencies
General restrictions on the use of static nets and driftnets

Reg. 1967/06

Article 8.  
Prohibited fishing gears and practices

8.2. Bottom-set nets shall not be used to
catch the following species: albacore
(Thunnusalalunga),bluefin tuna (Thunnus
thynnus), swordfish (Xiphiasgladius), ray's
bream (Bramabrama), sharks(Hexanchus
griseus; Cetorhinus maximus; Alopiidae;
Carcharhinidae; Sphyrnidae; Isuridae and
Lamnidae).

Bywayof derogation, accidentalby-catches
of no more than three specimensof the
shark species referred to in the first
subparagraphabove may be retained on
boardor landedprovidedthat they are not
protectedspeciesunderUnionlaw.

TM Regulation

Article 9
General restrictions on the use of static nets and driftnets

9. 4 It shall be prohibited to use bottom-set gillnets, entangling
netsandtrammel nets to catchthe following species:

(a) Albacore(Thunnusalalunga),

(b) Bluefintuna (Thunnusthynnus),

(c) wŀȅΩǎbream(Bramabrama),

(d) Swordfish(Xiphiasgladius),

(e) Sharksbelongingto the following speciesor familiesHexanchus
griseus; Cetorhinus maximus; all species of Alopiidae;
Carcharhinidae; Sphymidae; Isuridae; Lamnidae.

9.5 By way of derogation from paragraph4, incidental catchesin
the Mediterranean Seaof no more than three specimensof the
shark speciesreferred to in that paragraph may be retained on
boardor landedprovided that they are not protected speciesunder
Union law.Ą (New: not in COMproposal)



Reg. 1967/06

No prohibition

9.6 It shall be prohibited to deploy any bottom set gillnet,
entanglingnet and trammel net at any position where the
charteddepth isgreaterthan 200m. (New: COMĄ 600m)

9.7 Notwithstandingparagraph6 of this Article:

(a) specificderogationsas set out in point 6 of Part Cof
AnnexV, point 9 of Part Cof AnnexVI and point 4 of
Part C of Annex VII shall apply where the charted
depthisbetween200and600m;

(b) the deployment of bottom set gillnets, entangling
nets and trammel nets at any position where the
charteddepth is greaterthan 200m shall be allowed
in the MediterraneanSea. (New: Not in COM)

Reg. 1967/06 and TM regulationdifferencies
General restrictions on the use of static nets and driftnets

TM Regulation

Article 9
General restrictions on the use of static nets and driftnets



High gradingand slipping: NOT IN THE FINAL REGULATION

Article 16
Prohibition of high grading and slipping
1. The practices of high grading and slipping shall be prohibited.
2. Paragraph 1 shall not apply to catches of species which are exempted from the application of 
the landing obligation in accordance with Article 15(4) of Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013. 

Art. 15.4 of Reg. 1380/13:
[(a)speciesin respectof whichfishingisprohibitedand whichare identifiedassuchin a Union 
legalactadoptedin the area of the CFP; 
(b)speciesfor whichscientificevidencedemonstrateshigh survivalrates, takinginto account 
the characteristicsof the gear, of the fishingpracticesand of the ecosystem; 
(c)catches fallingunder de minimisexemptions;
(d) fishwhichshows damagecausedby predators].

Reg. 1967/06 and TM regulationdifferencies
Ex art. 16 of TM COM Proposal



Reg. 1967/06

No limitation to use for human 
consumption

TM Proposal

Art. 25

2. Marine speciescaught for the purposes
specifiedin paragraph1 of this Article may be
sold, stored, displayed or offered for sale,
provided that they are counted againstquotas
in accordancewith Article 33(6) of Regulation
(EC)No1224/2009, whereapplicable, and:

(a) they meet the minimum conservation
referencesizesset out in AnnexesIV to Xto this
Regulation; or

(b) they aresoldfor purposesother than direct
humanconsumption.

Reg. 1967/06 and TM regulationdifferencies
Scientificresearch



Reg. 1967/06 ςArt. 15.3

15.3. Paragraph1a shallnot apply
to

if caughtby
boat seinesor shore seinesand
authorised in accordance with
national provisionsestablishedin
a managementplan asreferred to
in Article 19,

.

TM Proposal

Footnote 4. This minimum conservation
referencesizeshallnot apply to fries of sardine
landed for human consumption if caught by
boat seinesor shore seinesand authorised in
accordance with national provisions
establishedin a managementplan as referred
to in Article 19 of Regulation (EC) No
1967/ 2006, provided that the stock of sardine
concernedis within safebiologicallimits.

Todayfishing for fry of small pelagicstocks is
prohibited with all fishinggearsonly in Adriatic
in GSA17 and GSA18. (FromGFCM2013/37/1
Rec.)

Reg. 1967/06 and TM regulationdifferencies
ANNEX IX.A - MediterraneanSea



Reg. 1967/06 and TM regulationdifferencies
ANNEX IX.B - MediterraneanSea

See
Medacposition



What in Reg. 1967/06?

Art.9.4.

Fortrawl netstargeting , wherethesespeciesaccount
weightafter sorting, .

Art. 9.5.

Forsurroundingnets the minimum meshsizeshallbe 14mm.

Reg. 1967/06 and TM regulationdifferencies
ANNEX IX.B - MediterraneanSea

TM Regulation
Art.6.1(3):'directed fishing' meansfishingeffort targetedat a specificspeciesor groupof speciesand

adoptedpursuantto Article27(7) of this Regulation.

Art.27.7: TheCommissionisempoweredto adoptdelegatedactspursuantto Article15 andin accordancewith

Article29 in order

andPartA of AnnexXI. Forthis purpose, Member Stateshavinga direct managementinterest in the fisheries

concernedshall submit any joint recommendationsfor the first time not later than ... [12 months after the

dateof entry into forceof this Regulation].



Reg. 1967/06 and TM regulationdifferencies
ANNEX IX.B - MediterraneanSea

4. Existing derogations from the
provisionsset out in points 1, 2 and
3 for boat seinesand shore seines
which are affected by a
managementplan as referred to in
Article 19 of Regulation (EC) No
1967/2006 and issued within the
framework of Article 9 of that
Regulationshall continue to apply
unless otherwise determined
through Article 15 of this
Regulation.

Derogations



Reg. 1967/06 and TM regulationdifferencies
ANNEX IX.B - MediterraneanSea

Reg. 1967/06 - ANNEX II 

Requirementsrelating to the characteristicsof fishinggear

4. Bottom-set longline

1.Prohibited to haveon boardor set more than1 000 hooks/ personon board
within the overalllimit of 5000 hooks/vessel.

2.Derogation: eachvessel undertakingfishingtrips longerthan threedaysmay
haveon boarda maximum numberof 7000 hook

6. Surface-set longline(floating)

It shallbe prohibitedto haveon boardor set more than:

1. 2000 hooks/vessel  targetingbluefintuna(Thunnusthynnus);

2. 3500 hooks/vessel  targetingswordfish(Xyphiasgladius);

3. 5000 hooks/vesselstargetingalbacore (Thunnusalalunga) 

wherethesespeciesaccount for at least70% of the catch in live weightafter
sorting.

4. Derogation: eachvessel undertakingfishingtrips longerthan two daysmay
haveon boardan equivalentnumberof sparehooks.

TM Proposal

AnnexIX - Part C
4. Restrictionson the use of longlines

4.1. It shall be prohibited for vesselsfishing with
bottom-set longlines to have on board or deploy
more than 5000hooksexceptfor vesselsundertaking
fishingtrips of more than 3 dayswhich may haveon
boardor deployno more than 7000hooks.

4.2. It shall be prohibited for vesselsfishing with
surface-set longlines to have on board or deploy
more than the numberof hooksper vesselasfollows:

(a) 2 500 hookswhendirectedfishingfor swordfish; and 
(b) 5 000 hookswhendirectedfishingfor albacore tuna. 

4.3. A vesselundertakingfishing trips longer than 2
days may have on board an equivalent number of
sparehooks.




